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MUSEUM — SECRETS OF THE AFTERLIFE EXHIBITION 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.03 am]: Tomorrow evening I will 
have the pleasure of opening a new exhibition at the Western Australian Museum in the Perth Cultural Centre. 
Secrets of the Afterlife: Magic, Mummies and Immortality in Ancient Egypt reflects the journey ancient 
Egyptians believed they would take from death to attaining eternal paradise in the field of reeds. It takes 
audiences to the very heart of the ancient Egyptian quest for eternal life. Each object in the exhibition is 
thousands of years old, and together they tell a story of ancient rites that bound together one of the greatest 
civilisations of the ancient world. The exhibition includes more than 100 authentic ancient Egyptian artefacts 
from the British Museum, complemented by artefacts from the Western Australian Museum collection. 
Highlights include four intricately decorated coffins, two mummies and a gilded mummy mask. The oldest 
artefact, a model set of tools used to open the mouth during the embalming process, is 4 500 years old. Secrets of 
the Afterlife is the second major initiative to come from the WA Museum’s five-year partnership with the British 
Museum. This partnership includes collaborations on research and the sharing of collections and knowledge, as 
well as cooperation on exhibition development.  

This is a truly exciting time for our Museum. The $428 million new museum project is one of the most 
significant museum projects anywhere in the world today, and it is an opportunity to create a museum that is not 
only worthy of our state, but also one that will be admired the world over. While work continues on this 
substantial project, we can still look forward to the Museum’s ongoing program of international, national and 
local exhibitions. I encourage all members of the house and their families and friends to visit Secrets of the 
Afterlife: Magic, Mummies and Immortality in Ancient Egypt before it closes on 22 September. The exhibition 
has been specially curated for the WA Museum and will not be seen anywhere else in Australia. 
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